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Voting

Voting is how we choose the people who will become politicians. 
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A politician’s job is to represent us when decisions are made about our local community, our country and the European Union.
[image: image5.jpg]


If you don’t vote you are letting other people choose who will represent you and make decisions about issues that affect you. The following information tells you about how to vote.
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Register to vote
To be able to vote you have to be over 18 and on the electoral register. The electoral register is a list of all the names and addresses of people in the area who can vote.
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You can check to see if you are on the electoral register by contacting your local council. You can phone them, write to them or email them.
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If you are not already registered to vote you can tell your council you want to be on the register and they will tell you what to do next. This may mean filling in a form or registering online.
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Once you are on the electoral register you can vote at the next election.
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Voting in person

Before an election the council will send you a polling card. Polling is another name for voting. This card will tell you when the election is and where you can vote.
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On the day of the election you can go to the polling station, which is the name for the place people vote. This is usually in a local hall or school. You can usually vote up until 9pm.

You can take your polling card with you and give it to the people there. If you do not have your polling card you can tell the people at the polling station your name and address.
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You will then be given a ballot paper. A ballot paper is a list of names of the people you can vote for. Sometimes more than one election will be held on the same day.
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The people at the polling station will help you by showing you what to do if you need them to.
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Once you have your ballot paper you go to one of the polling booths. A polling booth is a place where you can vote in private.
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To vote you put a cross in the box on the ballot paper next to the name of the person you want to vote for.

Then you fold up your ballot paper and put it in the ballot box.
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A ballot box is a locked box that holds all the marked ballot papers. 
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When the voting is finished, the ballot boxes are taken to a place where the votes are counted. 
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There are people there to make sure this is done fairly.
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The person with the most votes wins the election.
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The person who wins the election then becomes your councillor, MP or MEP, depending on what type of election it is.  
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That person is your representative even if you did not vote for them.
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Postal vote

If you do not want to go to the polling station to vote in person, you can ask to make a postal vote. 
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A postal vote means that you are sent a ballot paper to fill in at home. 
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You choose who you want to vote for, put a cross next to their name on the ballot paper and then send the ballot paper back to the council by post.
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You have to ask for a postal vote before an election takes place. You can ask your council to send you postal votes for all elections you can vote in.
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Proxy vote

A proxy vote means that you can let someone else vote for you.
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You can ask the council for a proxy vote if you cannot go to the polling station yourself. This might be because you are in hospital or at work. 
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If the council agree you can ask someone to vote for you. 
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You have to trust the person to vote for who you choose.
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The person you choose to vote for you is given a proxy polling card. They go to the polling station and vote for you. 
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Referendum
A referendum is also a vote.

In a referendum you are asked to give an answer to a question rather than to vote for a person.
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A referendum is held sometimes to help the government make a very important decision. They ask you to vote yes or no to a question.
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The last referendum was in 1975. People were asked if they wanted the UK to remain in the European Community. More people voted ‘Yes’.

A referendum is carried out in the same way as an election except on the ballot paper you put a cross by the answer you agree with.  
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